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Exploring Histograms, an essay by Aran Lunzer and Amelia McNamara

Gather your data

A histogram is based on a collection of data about a numeric variable. Our first step is to
gather some values for that variable. The initial dataset we will consider consists of fuel
consumption (in miles per gallon) from a sample of car models available in 1974 (yes, rather
out of date). We can visualize the dataset as a pool of items, with each item identified by its
value—which in theory lets us “see” all the items, but makes it hard to get the gestalt of the
variable. What are some corimon values? Is there a lot of variation?

Lunzer and McNamara, tinlizzie.org/histograms
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dataset: Geyser—272 records of delay (in seconds) between eruptions of Old Faithful
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Lunzer and McNamara, http://bit.ly/Spatial A
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Change of support methods

" Point data

up-scaling down-scaling

side-scaling

Polygon data - Polygon data
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