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Brainstorm: data exhaust
We generate data every day, whether we know it or 
not.

For example, I wear a FitBit, so I generate data 
every time I take a step. I consciously chose to wear 
this, but there are other times I am unconsciously 
generating data. It is incidental to what I’m doing, 
and streams off me as “data exhaust.”

Take a few minutes and make a list of all the places 
you generate data on a normal day.
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Who owns the data you 
thought of? 

How were humans 
involved in the 

gathering process?
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